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office for more than a short time. He ceased to be War Minister, and returned to Morocco, two months later, when M. Ribot replaced M. Briand, M. Painleve, a famous mathematician and scientist, then becoming War Minister. Generals Sarrail and Milne from Macedonia also attended the conference, and the principal Italian representatives were M. Boselli and Baron Sonnino, Prime Minister and Foreign Minister respectively. Many Allied conferences had been held in 1916, either at London, Paris, or Calais, but this was the first to take place in Italy, and the Italians gave us a most hospitable reception.
The number of persons present at these conferences was seldom less than a score, and when the whole of the Allies were represented the number would approximate to a hundred or more. Besides the delegates of the various small countries, each of the principal Powers would, as a rule, be represented by its Prime Minister, the ministers for foreign affairs, the army, navy, and munitions, these being accompanied by their professional advisers, commanders-in-chief, secretaries, and other assistants.
The extent to which the conferences were productive of decisions largely depended, as at all conferences, on the personality of the president, who was invariably the Prime Minister of the country in which the meeting was being held. M. Clemenceau stood out by himself in this respect. He had a tactful, but nevertheless masterful, way of getting through the business on hand, and I can recollect many instances when he succeeded in extracting a decision and bringing to an end the discussion of thorny questions which threatened to be both abortive and interminable.
The proceedings were the more prolonged, not to say tedious, because they usually had to be conducted in two languages, French and English. Some of the English representatives could neither speak nor understand French; whilst most of the French and the other foreign representatives had little or no knowledge of English. Consequently not only had the greater part of the discussion to be duplicated, but while it was being interpreted for the benefit of those who had not understood the original, those who had understood it were apt to engage in whispered conversation amongstlyt upon the plains of France.
